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J To the PARENTS 'of 5 re | 
My Good Friend, 


F ing Trouble with 929 
way 7 mpathy cou en it, 
772 bad 4 had | ny a; Cup of 
into your Hands, as that 
you 1 Tay ack drank. _. 
5 l furs 1 was ſo 75 
ver re pected, that it is very fel- 
dom, - Youth no farther advanced in 
Life, is ſo lamented i in his Death, as 
he was. His agreeable Perſon; his ſoſt 
and -obliging Behaviour; his known 
Genius ; his Smartneſs, temper'd with 
Solidity ; made him the Delight of thoſe 
who. were at all acquainted with him, 
But. it was „ 
the Signatures, of Divine Grace upon 
his Heart. Blefled be God for what 
they did: ſee of this nature; and the 
—* Hope which were led here 
upon to entertain, that though his Death 
was ſurpriſing, it found him ready. 
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A 2 I had 


4 1 r iv 5; Bp 
E. & 4 . 13 * Ii; 


2 may have cory it much —— that 


one Day he might have made a con- 


en Figure in the Church of Chriſt, 


and been as a bright Star ani many 
to the Redeemer. His good Improve: 
ments 1 Learning, and the Seriouſheſs 
of his Lemper gave a charming Pro- 
ſpect; büöt the Will of Heaven was 
Cthefwiſe, His Days are paſt, out 
4 Purpoſes are bieten off, even the 

wc! "Thoughts of our Hearts.” The Lord 
of the Harveſt, will ettiploy whom he 
pleaſes; and it is our buſineſs to ſub- 
ſeribe to bis ſuperior Wiſdom, and i in- 
diſſ putable Sovereignty. ' 

0 my Friends, think well of the 
Lord' s Dealings; that he cannot err. in 
any of his Proceedin 
your Son was only lent; and that the 
full Property ſtill "TEmained in Him, 
who gives and takes away; and there- 
fore, do you till bleß the Name of the 
Lord. He is too jealous of his Divine 


to our Bar, to render a Reaſon of his 
| Cond uct ; 
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You: know 


Sovereignty to allow himſelf to be called 


9.4242 © fun fn, A of 


Ly -- 
Conduct; and it would be inſolent in 
Worms to expect, that He ſhould. I 
am perſwadded you are far from doing 
it. Exerciſe ae continually in 
meek. Submiſſion. ninq 2 l 10 

Rejoice that your Tears are not as 
ein who mourn over their Children 
taken away in their Wickedneſs, after 
they had Nied: to diſonour God, and 
to be a Reproach to their Families, Re- 
joice: ſtill more that you inay eye him, 
as a Star removed to a. brighter Sphere, 
where he ſhines with an improved Luſtre. 
And though he is not to ſerve the In- 
tereſts of the Mediator's Kingdom here 
below, yet he is engaged in nobler 
Services; and his Soul more elevated 
in his Praiſes before the Throne. 

My earneſt. Deſire is, that this Pro- 
vidence may be ſanctified both to you, 
and all the numerous Branches that 
ſtill ſurvive. That they may all learn to 
ſeek more aſſiduouſly after God, while 
they are young; and you may be 
quickned to direct, and preſs them in, 
and to lo | gap an Employment ; and 

thus 
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will rr en y to the Satuaction 


[ vi] 
thus you and they may be N 
to nieet with peculiar Comfort another 
A and in à better World; - 

As ſo many have preſs'd for the publi- 
cation of this plain, ſerious Sermon, 
I am led to hope, that the riſing Gene · 
ration may receive ſome Profit by this 


ſmall Attempt. May but the Event 
ſhew - that the thing is of God, even 


that he will by it r c ſerious Im- 


preſſions on the Hearts of any, and it 
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z uno. xxxiv. part of the Third Verſe. 


77 bile he was yet young, he began to 2 | 
* rhe God of David bis Father. 


H ESE Words are a Remark of the 
Sacred Hiſtorian concerning gab. The 
mn Character which this Prince „ is one 
of the moſt illuſtrious of all the King of 
Judab; whether we view Him in the public 
or private Branches of it. As cloathed with 
Royal Authority He reformed the Worthy of of 
bis which had been wretchedly cotrupted 
wie be = Predeceſſors, and but partial 
mere the Fm Sort, But Jofiah d 
eſtroyed all the — 
1 lon Im rk ef 1 r *, In private 
Life 155 was eminent! conſpicuous for Piety. 
How t and ten bel on the read- 
the Law, and its awful Denunciations ? 
The Impteffions upon his Heart were deep; 
He rent bis Clothes +, as one aſhamed of Judab's 
Sin, and aftaid of God's righteous Judgments. 
In his difficult and dan Concerns he 
makes Application to God. If God frowns he 
will be humbled; and weep before him T. And 


9 2 Kings Xxadii; 4. + 2 Kings xxil. 11. þ ver. 19. 


£81 
as God only can ſhew him a wy of Eſcape, 
Prophetels, "what Þ © Tould 0 . "She, It 


Piety ; — I that - Sentence) was 
gone forth and eſtabliſhed, that that profligate 
idolatrous People ſhonld be: puniſhed; yet the 
Judgment ſhould be ſuſf endeg ; it ſhould not 


come in his Reign, "bur He ſat be. gathered 
fo bis — ea ed not 
fee all tbe Evil that he would bring upon ee | 


3 of him it is h waz / ſo conſpic 


been ck of Gals Hem | 
N fo jee ter 0 
Happy — „happy 


eſe Words mar 1 bg properly, ap 
dren then, that: are, naturally, 
theit ene ee. more „tn 
With what Ple a{ure, 17 4 
they have in their 
them the eminent Servants.of 
iy many Fhlem in his 8 
igion,? R ligent in eir qx Qncerns, 
ing their Generation Haha lugceſof 2 0 
And. of their being in the, Hane = 


in a State of * Iramoriality In, 
Parents, may ,,weJl,;rejoige,, in. fn 
Jiving: Ad. tw th 1 bot oe" 
over them When 9% 15 eſſed be G. 


do not Adee e þ 


wheth er. th S are ſoon, on live: 
adopt Jacob 8 Words, and 42775 5 
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Children, that God hath graciouſly given to his 


Servants *, - | 


Doctrine. That it is the glorious Character: of 
young Perſons, when it may be truly ſaid of them, 
that they were early ſeeking after God. 


In ſpeaking to this Important Point, 

Fin, I would ſhew what is contained in 
this Seeking after God. 263: 
Secondly, I would prove, that the Secking 
after God ought to be the Buſineſs of young 
Perſons; and when it is fo, that it redounds 
greatly to the Honour of. their Character. 
And then finiſh all with a ſerious Applica- 
tion. | | 
Firſt, Whot is it to ſeek after Gad? 

As all Seeking is in order to Finding, what- 
ever be the Object of our Search; ſo it ſup- 
poſes here, that naturally we have 4% God, 
and that we are brought to a Senſe that we 
have done ſo; That the Loſs of God is the 
greateſt that can be ſuſtained ; That we need 
Him, moſt intimately, and are undone with- 
out Him. That if God is not our Friend, and 
his Favour is not our Life, Nothing can make 
us happy, though all the Creatures contributed 
their reſpective Excellencies. That if his Fa- 
vour is not our own, his Frowns are upon us; 
and that theſe are productive of the moſt dread- 
ful Conſequences. | 

Seeking after God contains in it a deep Concern 
of Soul, that we have lived ſo long without 


Gen. xxxili. 5. | God 
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God; at a moral and willing Diſtance from 


him; and regardleſs, ſtupidly regardleſs of 
our Folly and Danger. It is the Act of the 


Prodigal who returns to his Father, after a 


diſobedient Contempt caſt upon his Authority. 
He ſeeks, he intreats, Reconciliation with the 
offended Father. He owns he has done 
wickedly, that it will be righteous, if he is 


rejected ; but ſupplicates a paternal Smile ; in- 


treats he will not be inexorable. He cannot 
bear the Thought of being an everlaſting Out- 
caft ; begs therefore he will open his Arms, 
his Doors; his Heart, and let him ſhare in the 
Bleflings of Children. He knows he has for- 
feited and can never deſerve what he begs. He 
laments his Conduct as fooliſh, diſingenuous, 
diſobedient and ſtubborn ; but be entertains a 
Hope, and this animates him. He has read of 
him as the Father of Mercy, and delighting 
in Acts of Grace. 


The Perſon that ſeeks after God, dwells much 


upon the Importance of Finding God. For- 


merly the Obje& of his Purſuit was ſomething . 


carnal, according to his Years, his Fancy, his 
natural Inclination. Perhaps he often changed 
the Object of Search, and yet was ſtill wrong. 


If no longer delighting i in childiſh Sports, or | 


youthful Diverfions, but got into a more ſerious 
Purſuit with Study and Diligence ; yet what 
is there in the Eye but Riches and Honour? 
God is not in all his Thoughts. Strange as it is, 
it is very true, he can lie down and riſe ; he 
can go out and return amidſt all the Dangers 


of Life, and the conſtant Approaches of 


Death. 
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Death. Yea, he can meet with a thouſand 
Diſappointments, and they none of them cure 


* him of his carnal Confidences, and Refuges of 


Lies; he does not as yet ſeek after him who 
alone can fill, fatisfy, and not diſappoint. But 
at length the Spirit comes with his illuminating 
and convincing Influences ; and O, what a 
Change takes place in all the Faculties of the 
Soul ? In how different a Light does every Ob- 
jet appear? The ſpiritual Madneſs is cured ; 
the right Mind takes place. He now ſees the 
Nothingneſs of the World, that he was fo 
fond of; that all mortal Dependances are a 
Vanity, and a bruiſed Reed, deceiving, peri- 
ſhing things; He is led to lament it, that he 
put ſo many things in the place of God, by 
repoſing that Truſt in them, and forming thoſe 
Expectations from them, which were due to 
God alone. He is now full of Reſentment 
againſt himſelf, for fooliſhly ſeeking to the 
broken Ciſtern for living Water ; and, in con- 
ſequence of all, he is brought to direct his 
Eye towards the Allſufficiency of Jehovah. 
* O thou my Creator, Lord, and only Bleſs- 


_ © edneſs! I now ſee that thy Favour is my 


Life. I have in times paſt ſpent my Money 
« for that which is not Bread, and my Labour 
e for that which fatisfies not. I now from a 
clear Conviction declare, that there is none 
« on Earth that I defire in a way of Com- 
* petitorſhip with thee, Be thou my God, 
* my Portion complete, and everlaſting, and I 
© have enough; and till thou art my Pats. 
I never can have enough, A poor Creature, 


B 2 „ ſhipwreck'd 


N ro N 
* 
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& ſhipwreck'd by a thouſand Diſappointments, 
* and who has loſt his All, comes hungry, 
c naked, deſtitute, friendleſs, only not hope- 
* leſs, to thy Door. Reje& not the poor 
* Out-caſt. I have heard, that many in my 
« Circumſtances have come, and thou haſt 
t received them graciouſly, and loved them 
< freely; may I be accepted too. Methinks, 
T have read, in Scripture- characters, on thy 
* thy Door, Aſe and it ſhall be given: ſeek and 
&« ye ſhall find: knock and it ſhall be opened. I 
© am aſſur'd from many that will not deceive 
« me, that here the Weary have found Re- 
% poſe; the Naked have been clothed; the 
* Wounded and Sick have had Balm and 
e Medicine; and the Hungry have been fed. 
«© I acknowledge with Shame, I have been 
* ſeeking hers and moſt readily own, I 
* have been diſappointed. I was deluded, 
© (whether more by my own Fancy, or the 
* Perſuaſions of others, I can ſcarce tell,) and 
«© am now come to ſeek at the gate of Hea- 
* ven, what I in vain ſought elſewhere. The 
*© Fleſh and the World promiſed me much in 
«© my Diſtreſs, but have not performed. I 
* was promiſed Bread, but I have found Aſhes 
* and. Huſks inſtead of it. The Balm ap- 
“e ply'd to my Wounds cloſed them indeed, 
te but did not heal them; the Conſequence of 
© this was, they feſter'd within, broke out 
ce afreſh, and are now exaſperated. My Cor- 
&« als were {ſweet to the Mouth, but tor- 
« menting to my Bowels. And as to all the 


** Medicines there given, they are all Opiates, 


and 
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© and nothing better. And now, O merciful 
« Friend, who haſt declated, that in thee the 
« Fatherleſs findeth Mercy 5 take me in 
% among the favour d Penſioners of thy free 
« and rich Bounty. Fill this empty Veſſel 
C of mine out of thy Fulneſs. May I call 
© thee my God, my Shield, and ny exceeding: 
great Reward, and thy free Mercy ſhall have 
« all the Praiſe.” 

The Perſon that ſeeks after God aright, does 
it through a Mediator. He knows — feels 
that he is a Sinner; that he hath apoſtatized 
from the moſt High, and that the Law and 
Juſtice of God have been affronted; and that 
as the Honour of both hath ſuffered, it muſt 
be retrieved, or, God cannot be reconciled, 
pardon, or bleſs. He knows, that he can do 
nothing in this grand and neceſſary Concern. 
Yea, he ſees it to be ſo great a Work to ſatisfy 
God for Sin, that he apprehends, it far ex- 
ceeds the Ability of the Creature. That none 
is able to do it, and none appointed to do it 
but the eternal Son of God, incarnate and dy- 
ing. g. d. © Though thou haſt proclaimed 
* thy Name merciful and gracious, yet I be- 
<« lieve thou art ſo in a way of conſiſtence 
« with thy other Perfections. If thou art the 
«© God of Peace to me, I believe it will be 
te through Him, who has made Peace by the 
e Blood of bis Croſs +. In his Name, and with 
* a humble Dependance on his atoning Sa- 
** crifice, and everlaſting Righteouſneſs, I now 
** come to Thee. He is the Way, the Truth, 


® Hoſea xiv. 3. + Col. i. 20, 7 
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« and the Life +, and therefore 1 dare not come 


* unto God but by Him. Save me, O God, 
ce for thy Mercy's ſake, and make me a Mo- 
ce nument of thy Mercy. Save me, for thy 
« Name's fake, that thou mayeſt be glorified by 
© me in Time and Eternity. And O, fave me, 
&« for thy Son's ſake, on the Validity of whoſe 


C Sacrifice I depend. And this is my Encourage- 


«© ment, that he is ſaid to be able to ſave to the 
ce uttermoſt all that come unto God through him f. 
C come to thee as a God of Pardons ; and 
« as it is through Chriſt that thou art ſo, I 
e wouldeye and approach thee through Him. I 
* come ſeeking Acceptance for my Perſon and 
<« Services with thyſelf; O, make me accepted 
«© in the Beloved g. 

The Perſon who ſeeks God aright, re- 


nounces every Sin, as ſtanding between God 


and him, and preventing Acceſs. As by Sin 
he hath loſt God, ſo by Repentance he ſeeks 
Him. And this Repentance carries in it Sor- 
row and Shame for what vin is paſt, and Pur- 


poſe of Heart for new Obedience in Time to 


come. It would be Hypocriſy to pretend- to 
ſeek God and his Favour, while we keep in 
Hand or Heart what we know is an Offence 
to the Eyes of his Holineſs and Glory. I 


regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord will not 


bear my Prayer *. Shall a Rebel ſeek the Fa- 


vour of his Prince, and refuſe to lay down his 


Arms? Should he pretend to ſue for the 


Smiles of his Sovereign, either brandiſhing his 


+ John xiv. 6. + Heb. vii. 25. $ Eph. i. 6. 
Sword 
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Sword in a way of Defiance, or girding it ſe» 
cretly under the Folds of his Garment? If 
we ſeek God aright, we ſeek his Grace; that 
under the Influences of it we may be ſtrength- 
ened againſt Sin, to mortify its Habits, and 
to be enabled to reſiſt Temptations to it. 
Laſtly, Such a one treats the Buſineſs of 
ſeeking God, as what deſerves, demands, and 
ſhall have his earneſt Endeavour. He knows 
he ſhould not ſlight it, for it jg his Life; that 
his All depends upon it for Time and Eter- 
nity. He knows too, that there is much O 
poſition to be expected in this Work. That the 
Powers of Hell, by their various Inſtruments, 
will exert themſelves to prevent that which 
will iſſue in the Honour of God, and the Sal- 
vation of a Sinner. Upon ſome Foreſight of 
this, the Perſon that ſeeks after God, puts on 
a humble, holy Reſolution. Accordingly, we 
are call'd upon to employ our whole Souls. 
David, when exhorting his Son Solomon, ſo to 
ſeek as to ſerve the Lord, he would have him 
do it with a perfect Heart, and willing Mind . 
If we would believe in Chriſt Jeſus, we muſt 
do it with all the Heart 1. And bleſſed are 
they, and they only, that keep his Teſtimonies, 
that ſeek him with the whole Heart Fd. And the 
Promiſe of finding is made to them that ſeek, 
and ſearch for God with all their Hearts ||. Let 
All then, that are of the Generation of Seek- 
ers, that ſeek the Face of the God of Jacob, 
know, that they are in the way of finding 
+ 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. f Acts viii. 379. 5 Pal. cxix. 2. 
Jer. xxix, 13. | | 
that 
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that which ſnall ſatisfy them better than Mar- 
row and Fatneſs. And let all ſuch ſtir up 
themſelves, and all that is within them, and 
ſay as the Church, Witb my whole Soul have IT 
defired thee, yea, with my Spirit within me will 
T ſeek thee early x. And O, that this may, in 
2 peculiar Manner, be the Language of thoſe 
who are young! This brings me to the ſe- 


cond General, 


| Secondly, I am to prove, That Seeking after 
God ought to be the Buſineſs of young Perſons z 
and when it is fo, that it greatly redounds to the 
Honour of their Character. And here, though 
I would ſpeak to All, I would more eſpecial- 
ly addreſs myſelf to you, my young Friends; 
Both My Text, and the preſent afflictive Pro- 
vidence, call me to do ſo. You are in various 
Stages of Youth, Your Minds may be more 
or leſs opened by Goſpel-Light ; your Con- 
ſciences Ampreſsd more or leſs ſenſibly with 
the things that relate to your everlaſting Peace; 
Let me intreat you to lay the Matter ſeriouſly 
to heart. I would exhort you to nothing that 
you ſhall repent of another Day. Hearken 
then, to One, who is a Friend to your whole 
Intereſt; to One, who withes to fee you com- 
fortable in this World, and happy in another. 
And I would exhort you from 9 Word, and 
alſo from Experience, thoſe two ſure Counſel- 
lors. And while, my dear Friends, I am 
ſhewing you the Propriety of ſeeking after 
God while you are young, O, look towards 


* Ifa, xxvi. 9. | 
the 


0'2 Rr AY 1. 


Daw 


=. 


J 
18 
re 


[: 17 ] 


the Remains of your Friend; your Compa- 
nion, your School- fellow, your Brother: Even 
him that a few Days ago was ſo blooming 
and ſprightly ; .and if ever, permit me to. 
point my Artdws, and draw them to their 
Head, to ſpeak with Earneſtneſs. My Deſire 


is to reſcue you from the Deluſions of Senſe, 
the Flatteries of the World, the poiſonous 
Influence of evil Companions, the Sophiſtry 


of Satan and your own deceiving Hearts. 
Thus would I lead you out of the crooked 
Paths of Sin and Deſtruction, and fix you in 
Wiſdom's Paths, which are Paths of Peace 


at preſent, and lead into everlaſting Peace here- 


after. 


1. That certainly ſoould be done early F n Life, 


for which Life was given. Can you imagine 
you were ſent into the World to eat and 
drink; to make merry; to appear gay; to 


flutter about as an Inſect; to provide for a 


ſhort time of Reſidence here, and then ſink 
into nothing? As you have received your 
Being from God, ſo you ought to remember, 
that He hath made you, as well as all other 
things, for Himſelf. And that as He hath 
furniſhed you with rational Powers, Capaci- 


ties of knowing, chooſing, loving and obey- 


ing Him; He expects you to employ all theſe 
Faculties, ſo as that they ſhould concur to 
glorify Him. As Parents are early to teach, 
ſo Children ſhould ſoon learn; ſo as to remem- 
ber, in the Days of their Youth, that God is 
their Creator. And they do not this in a right 
Manner, till they are brought to ſerve bim 
5 | * with 


pg 


with 2 perfect Heart, and willing Mind. If 
an Artificer makes a Clock, it is that it 
ſhould meaſure Time; and aſſoon as he hath 
put the Wheels, and other Parts, together, he 


makes the Trial; puts the Machine in mo- 


tion ; and expects (as the Fruit of all his Ex- 
pence and Labour) that it ſhould, in fome de- 
gree at leaft, anſwer the purpoſe. Does he 
t 


ink it enough that it _ be ſet up for an 
Ornament, and make a Figure to the Eye? 
By no means. Thus it is with you. You 
have Life, animal and rational, and all their 
reſpective Accompliſhments from God. You 
are made capable of venerating and 'adoring 
Him; of praying to Him, and of praifing 
Him; of choofing Him for your Felicity, 
and making his Will the Meaſure of your 
Conduct: And now ſhould you not, as early 
as may be, ſeek after God? Till you do fo, 


you dream away ſo much of the Morning of 


Life; it is quite loſt, however you employ 
yourſelves. You contradict the very Defign of 
your being. If God claims your Service from 
the firſt, you are unjuſt in refuſing it. Nay, 
if He, in his Wiſdom, made you for ſo high 
an End, it is Folly in you to live any thin 

lower, Say then, O my Soul, ſhould 

« thou not more frequently contemplate thy 
«© Creator, and his Deſign in making thee 
ge rational? Why has He given thee more 


* Wiſdom than the Beaſts of the Field? Why 
“ haſt thou an Eye given thee, that can pe- 
«© netrate into his Exiſtence, and Perfections, 
I have a 

little 


ce which they are quite blind to? 
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« little Knowledge of the moſt High; I 
« charge thee moſt ſeriouſly to employ it as 

« his Candle, to lead thee into his. Service, 
ce and ſecure his Favour.” | 4; 
2. That certainly ſhould be done early in Life, 
which is moſt momentous. — Let me aſk you ſex 
riouſly, (and let Conſcience. give an Anſwer) 
Is there any,thing worthy your Regard, com- 
parable to your Seeking after God? Is He not 
the great Lawgiver, that is able to fave and to 
deſtroy ? Is He offended, and ſhould you not 
be under the deepeſt concern to have Him re- 
conciled through Chriſt ? ' Should you not 
then look upon it as the One, Ting, and ſo the 
Firſt Thing to be ſought after? What can 
the World do for you, in compariſon of God? 
Can the Object of your Wiſhes, whatever it 
be, procure the Pardon of Sin? Can it keep 
off Sickneſs? Can it appeaſe your Trouble 
of Mind, when, as a Cloud, it gathers thick, 
and threatens a violent Storm? Cannot this 
God, while you refuſe. to ſeek him, cut ſhort 
the Thread of Life, and caſt both Body and 
Soul into Hell? Cannot the World do any 
thing without his Leaye? . Cannot. the Fleſh 
feel any Eaſe or Pleaſure without his Permiſ- 
ſion? In a word, Are not Life and Death in 
his Hands? and all the Terrors of the one, 
and ee of the other? Now if this 
is the Caſe, they are the only wiſe young Per- 
ſons, that ſeek after God, while they are ſo. 
Upon a, ſerious View then of theſe things, 
ſay, “O, how have I, and my Companions in 
“Vanity, been deceived ? What am 1 graſp- 
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ing but Smoke? Well may my more ef- 
rious Reflections call. them Lying Vanities, 
It's high time to turn my Back upon them; 
* to ſeek unto Him, and to he ſollicitous for 
* his Fayour, who is the moſt High. I don't 
% wonder now, that my wiſer Parents and 
«« Miniſters have been ſo earneſt, while they 
et have often preſs'd me to ſeek the Smiles and 
& Grace of God; not to be' ſatisfied till J had 
* attained Chriſt; and through Him, the 
e Friendſhip of Him who is all in all. Here 
« I may be happy, though my Parents can't 
& give me a Portion; and at a diſtance from 
«© whom I muſt be miſerable, tho” all things 
« 'concurr'd to humour and flatter me.“ | 

4 * If yen dont ſeek God while you are 
young, lis uncertain tohether it will be done 
at all. — There is not a young Perſon ſo con- 
fident, as to dare to fay, he /hall live till he is 
old; or that he ſhall certaihly fee another Year. 
You come up as a Flower, but are cut down. 
Now if this is the Cafe,” what haſte ſhould 
young ones make to ſeek after God? Since 
amidſt yout Bloom and Beauty, God may be 
now chahging your Countenance, and ſending 
you away. What will become of your ſeek- 
ing God, and yourſelves, if you have not 
ſought him with all your Hearts? You know, 
my young Friends, Death finiſhes your pro- 
batlonary Seaſon. Yon know, if you have not 
ſecur'd Reconciliation with God, the Juſtifica- 
tion of your Perſons through a dying Re- 
deemer, it is beyond the Reach of Prayers 
and Tears, eager Deſires, and paſironate La- 
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[ 21 ] 
mentations, and that for evermore. You know 
too, that for all that you do now, you muſt 
be brought into Judgment. Sit down then, 
and fixedly contemplate on the Uncertainty of 
the preſent Life ; and what a Perſon ought to 
do in your Circumſtances.” . How precarious 
« my Situation! I was once ſo fooliſh as to 
« ſay, my Mountain ſtandeth ſtrong, and T 
© ſhall not be moved. But what an Idiot was 
« T? What could I ground my Expectation 
* upon? I ſaw young Ones removed; Some 
% more ſuddenly, and Others more leiſurely; 
« and yet I would not believe it could be my 
«own Caſe.” But I now ſee Matters in a 
different Light. I know my Tabernacle is 


« frail, and may be blown down at once by 


* the Almighty Breath; or, the ſame Breath 
ce may blaſt my Beauty, my Strength, and a7 


« the Powers o Nature. On this feeble; 


* carious Thread, my All is ſuſpended. If 
« jt breaks, while J continue Chriſtleſs and 
0 Graceleſs, Chriſt and Grace will never be 
* mine. I charge thee, O my Soul, by all 
*© that is ſacred; by all that is dear; by the 


« Honour of God, and thy eternal Salvation ; 


ce that 'thou-ſeek the Lord while he may be 
ce found. O, breathe out this Breath in fer- 
« vent Prayer, before Death ſtops it. Lift up 


« thyſelf, O my Soul, in theſe Hands and 


“ Eyes towards Heaven, for Mercy and Grace. 
* Poſtpone not this neceſſary Buſineſs to an 


« Hour thou canſt not call thy own: O, the 
Souls loſt by Delays! O, the Riſques that 
„J have run! Mine has been a Conduct 
6 that 
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« that I cannot excuſe. But ſhould I after 
* this Providence go on dreaming the ſame 
* way, every Shadow of an Excuſe. muſt be 
gone. How. ſoon, fince I converſed fami- 
e liarly with my young Friend, am 1 call'd 
<« to attend his Funeral ? Happy Soul, that 
* took ſo wiſe a Courſe! A fit fit Pattern for. his 
*« Elders to imitate.” 

4. This (while you are young ea 16 a Seaſon 
preferable to all others, — As ſeeking God 


— be your Employment in the 3% Seaſon, 
0 


none like that of Youth, Should not He 
who is beſt, and hath given you all, have the 
choiceſt Part ? "Should 1 not the 8 which 


are ſuperior and immortal, have the beſt time? 
Now, therefore, while your youthful Powers 


are all lively; while your Affections are ten- 
der and melting; 8 the Cares and Trou- 
bles of the preſent Life encumber and perplex, 
ſeek, the Lord. How graciouſly will he ac- 
cept the Offering of ſuch a Firſt-fruits ? On 
the other Hand, ſuppoſe. you live long, and 
ſhould ſet yourſelves to ſeek after the Lord in 
elder Life; how-poorly will it be attempted ? 
How many Thoughts will ariſe in your Souls, 
diſcouraging. the Eſſay, and tending towards 
Deſpondence? While you find your Ears 
dull of hearing ; your ky yes dun, thoſe two 
great Caſements 27 the Soul ? The Mind not 
ready to take in, the Underſtanding cloudy, 
the Thoughts confuſed, Conſcience and Af. 


fections in a great degree ſtupiſied? “ O, (you 


may ſay) that it were with me as in Vears 


2 « paſt, with r egard to my natural Powers?! 
© Or, 
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% Or, O, that I had had the ſame Deſires and 
« Pur of Heart! But alas! now it is too 


much of the Lame, and the Blind, and the 


« Halt, that I offer to the Lord. And, Lord, 
« wilt thou accept of the Dregs, after the 
e better Wine has been facrificed to thy Ene- 
« mies? May I hope, after I have, through 
Life, been preſuming ? Wretched Creature! 
“J am called upon to run, and to run with 
« Enlargedneſs of Heart ; but alas, I can but 
“ juſt move! Old Age is a Weight upon all 
«© my mental Powers, as well as upon the 
„Organs of Senſe, The Knees of my Body 
« are not more ſtiffned, than the Deſires of 
% my Soul, when I kneel before the Lord in 
« Prayer. While I weep, they are rather 
© Tears of Lamentation; than Earneſtneſs of 
© Deſire. The Lord help others to be more 
* wile; and graciouſly accept a miſerable 
© Wretch; that with one Foot in the Grave 
** is looking towards his Mercy-Seat *,” 

F. If you don't ſeek after the Lord while young, 
it is much to be feared it may not be done at all 
in After-times, if you do lrve. Now your 
Hearts are comparatively tender; / ſoon the 
Habits of Sin may grow ſtrong and obdurate: 
Now the Spirit of God may be moving, while 
*] ſadly remember (ſays an excellent Divine) the Tears and 
Words of a very ancient Gentleman to myſelf and Schoolfellows 
m our Childhood. Children, ſaid he, your Age is good f 

* every thing that you can defire to get; mine is good fe 
nothing, but to ſpend whatever one has got. A thouſand 
* Worlds I would give for a few of your learning, getting 
„Days again. Of all things prize your Time, and of all Time 
* your young, which is your ſowing time,” . Morning Exer- 
ciſe, Vol. Gch. p. 423. FS | 
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you read, are taught to pray, and: you live 
under Sermons, If you cheriſh Convictions, 


live up to your Light, fall in with Teachings 


without, and Strivings within, and if withal 

are earneſt in Prayer, you may find by 
happy Experience the Event to be good. But 
this Bleſſed Agent won't be always trifled with. 
You may find his Strivings leſs ſtrong, till they 
iſſue in a Withdrawment; and if this . ſhould 


be the caſe indeed, what will you do? Or, 
what can Friends and Means do for you? The 
little Concern you have now for your Souls and 
their immortal Intereſts, will wear off; you 
will degenerate inſenſibly into a Form of God- 
lineſs; an entire Hardneſs of Heart. Yea, if 
you proceed ſo far as to make a jeſt of Re- 
ligion, and ſo ſit in the Seat of the Scornful; 
aſſociate with the greateſt Libertines, and be- 
come like them; it will be no more than it has 
been with Others. Now to prevent all this, 
would it not be beſt to ſeek the Lord while 
you are young? Is it not reaſonable, when I 
call-upon you to take the Help, while offer'd, 
and to'- co-operate with the good Spirit. 
while he works ? Does the Wind of the Spirit 
blow, and. ſhould you not hoiſe your Sails? If 
you ſhould be ſo infatuated as not to do it, will 
you not . mourn at the laſt? This is Fraun 
agreeable to the Warning which the Lord gave 
of old *, My People would not hearken to my 
Voice, and Iſrael would have none of me. So T 
gave them up to their own Heart's Luſts, and they 
eoalked in their own Counſels, And ſhould this 
v Pfal, Ixxxi. 11, 12. | 


[ 25] 
be once the Caſe with you, whither would theſe 
Counſels carry you? Whether you will hear, 
or whether you will forbear, I muſt be ſo faith- 
ful as to aſſure you, that nothing but Deſtruc- 
tion can be the Event. And what makes this 
Matter more worthy your regard is, that our 
Divines obſerve, that among thoſe who have 
had any thing of a religious Education, there 
are but few. converted that don't grow ſerious 
in their younger Days *. WK, 
6. Seeking the Lord while young will make away 
for the moſt ſolid Comfort afterwards. My dear 
young Ones, you enter upon a World that is 
uncertain as the Moon, to which it is com- 
pared ; and at times as tempeſtuous as the 
Ocean. Your ſanguine Hopes flatter you with 
nothing but brilliant Scenes; but aſk your 
Fathers, and they can tell you a different 
Story. They have made the Trial, and have 
found, that Uncertainty and Vanity are wrote 
upon their Enjoyments ; and that many, and 
ſevere are the Afflictions, to which Life is ex- 
poſed. | Now, ſince the Journey of Life is 
ſubje& to ſuch Difhculties, who in ſetting out, 
© '« by fur the greater part of thoſe who have been admitted 
to Communion, ſince I ſettled among you (ſays Dr. Doddridge) 
% have ben, us I apprehend, under the Age of Twenty four 
% Years; and Several of thoſe who were further advanced in 


Life, when they firſt approached the Table of the Lord, had 
ce been brought to real Religion in their much earlier Years ; 


though particular Circumſtances, or ſome miſtaken Sono” 
e henFons might prevent their giving up their Names publickly 
© to the Lord, ſo ſoon as they might, and as they ought co 


have done. Dr, Doddridge on Regeneration. Serm. 8. 
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would not make Proviſion? In future Afflictions he 
would you not have a Refuge to fly to? A w 
Day of Diſtreſs will overtake you; and would * 
you not have a Cordial to keep you from faint- 

ing? Now, there is none but a God in Chriſt, "7 
ſought unto and ſecured, that can be fo. The are 
Lord will be a Refuge for the Oppreſſed, a Re. bh 
fuge in times of Trouble ; and (the reaſon of ou 


this is), They that know thy Name, will put their . 
Truſt in thee ; for thou, Lord, haft not forſaken 
them that ſeek thee. David, having in - his ha 
Youth ſought the Lord, here caſt his Anchor | bbe 
amidſt the Waves of After- troubles; When be Co 
looked on his Rigbr- hand and beheld, but there did 
was no Man that would know'him ; Refuge failed _ 
him; and no Man cared far his Soul; then he * 
cried to the Lord, and ſaid, thou art iny Re- ble. 
0 and my Portion, in the Land of the Liv- the! 
This it was that fapported him, when 2 

be loſt his Al, and che People taſked of on 


ſtoning him, at Zitlag; then David encouraged 
himfelf in the' Lord tis God. In a word, if 
you have ſought and ſecured fuch a Friend; 
what can harm you? You will ſee the World 
governed, and your Affairs managed by God, 
even your own God. That you are his Jewels, 
which his all-ſeeing Toe, cannot loſe, and his | #7 
Love cannot part with amidſſ all the Confufjons * 
which are in the Earth. S0 that the Pſalmiſt . lege 
might well invite ſuch to a holy Joy. Let all x — 
thoſe that ſeek thee, rejoice and be glad in thee *.” Im. 
Well then, young Ones, fuppoſk you ſhould . I » 
* Pſal. Ixx. 4. 


have 
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have your Span ſtretched out to elder Years, 
would you not have ſomething to refle& upon 
with Comfort? Would you not ſay with aged 
David, Thou art my Hape, O Lord God, thou 
art my Truſt fram my Yauth ; now that I am old 
and graybeaded, O God, forſake me not * ? No- 
thing like ſuch a Teſtimony within, to repoſe 
our Hearts upon, when the Powers of Na- 
tara 30. . | . 

On the other hand, Some of God's People 
have had. the Wounds made by the Sins of 
their Youth, ſcarcely healed in point of ſteady 
Comfort, even to old age. Upon various In- 
cidents they have recolleted their Thought- 
leſsneſs and Vanity, their Extravagance and 
Vice, with deep Sorrow ; their Wounds have 
bled afreſh ; they ſcarce knew how to forgive 
themſelves the Time they loſt, which they 
could not recover; the Diſhonour they did to 
the great God, and the Damage they did to 
their own Souls. With what an Emphafis did 
I hear an aged Chriſtian cry out, He vriteth 
bitter things againſi me, and cauſeth me to poſſeſs 


the Sins of my Youth Þ? | 
> 7 By | 
* Pſal. Ixxi. 5 and 18. 


+ To confirm this, I will ſubjoin the Account which a grave 
Divine gives of himſelf in advanced Life. When I was 
young. ſays he, it pleaſed God of his infinite Mercy to privi- 
lege me above Thouſands with a religious Education; and by 
* his reſtraining Grace to preſerve me from open Profaneneſs ; 
< but yet notwithſtanding this, (to my own juſt Shame, ſays he, 
I mention it) in thoſe early and wanton Days of my Youth, 
„ was miſerably vain, fooliſh,  diſobedient, ſerving: divers 
Luſts and Pleaſures ; the bitter Remembrance whereof (for 

D 2 | % more 
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7. By this means you will glorify God more in 
this World, and have à brighter Crown beſto d 
upon Pa in a better. To 'be initiated into 
Chriſt's Family as his Diſciples betimes, and 
ſo to enter early into Wiſdom's Ways, 1s a 
Token for good ; that ſuch will more tenderly 
love, more ſteadily adhere, more fixedly truſt ; 
that ſuch will thrive downward in Humility, 
and upward in active Service. Their Judg- 
ments will be more ſettled, and their Wills 
more determined ; their Experience in Divine 
Things more extenſive. Hereby they are ca- 
pacitated to oppoſe Error, and defend Goſpel- 
truth; to preſerve the Simple and Unwary ; 
to comfort the feeble-minded ; to caution the 
Over- bold and Preſumptuous ; and either guard 
againſt or recover thoſe from the Snare of the 
Devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
Will. Samuel, who was deſigned for peculiar 
Service in the Church and Common-wealth of 
Tjrael, was introduced very young by his holy 
Mother, to the Service of God at his Sanctu- 
ary x. And Obadiab, who feared the Lord 
from his Youth, is ſpoken of afterward, as 
fearing the Lord greatly F. Thoſe who are 


* more than Twenty Years paſt) coſt me Sighs and Groans un- 
«* utterable. O, the times not to be numbred, that I wiſhed 
* that I had been ſick in Bed, rather than fin againſt God! 
* The remote Parts of the World that I have been in, the 
«© Roads I have journey'd in, the Fields I have walked in, the 
« Nights I have watched in, the Houſes I have lived in, and 
« the Beds I have lain on, can witneſs to my Tears and Sor- 
rows, While 1 have recognized my Vanities and Follies.” 
Mr. Pomfret's Sermons to young Perſons. ' r 

* Sam. i. 24. T1 Kings xviii. 3 and 12. 
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thus early planted in the Houſe of the Lord, | ſhall 
flouriſh in the Courts of their God : J hey ſhall 
ill bring forth Fruit in Old Age, and they ſhall « 
be fat and Jurys "g 3 3 to few that the Lord is 
'. 

8 by being long in Chriſt, and LAY | 
in Grace, and encreaſed in Service, they will 
be prepared for a more exalted Station in the 
Celeſtial World. If one Star differs from another 
Star in Glory fo who ſtands ſo fair for the 
mot raiſed Pitch of Felicity, as the Perſon that 
begins-the Chriſtian Race betimes, and holds 
on ſteadily through Life, and all its Stages ? 
That has learnt to, deſpiſe the Amuſements of 
Youth ; the Purſuits of the World in every 
Shape; the Sneers of the Vain, and the 
Frowns and Enmity of the Malicious? May 
we not hope that to ſuch, an Entrance will be 
adminiſtred abundantly into the everlaſting 
Kingdom 4 And while every Saint ſhines, 
even he that is leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven; ſuch ſhall ſhine — 1 of as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as Stars - 
ever and ever. | 
} 


APPLICATION, 


And now, my young Friends, lay this 
Matter ſeriouſly to heart, I may never have 
an Opportunity more, I am confident never a 
more ſuitable or ſolemn one, to ſpeak on this 


Pal. xcii. 13, fc, + 1 Cor. xv. 41. 1 2 Pet. I. 11. 
Head; 
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Head ; and if ever you will give me and my 
Exhortation a ſerious Hearing, I may expect it 


now. Look thither fixedly |, and tell me 


whether it is not beſt: to ſeek after God ? I 
know I have the Verdict of your Conſciences 
on my Side ; or rather on God's and your 
own. O, that I could as certainly, and fully 
prevail upon your Wills, that you might be 
now brought to the moſt ſerious and fall Pur- 
poſe to ſeek after God | 

I would that this be done immediately; now, 
while the Sound of my Words is in your 
Ears. You have ſuffered, many of you, by 


Delays, too much already. Has it not been 


this way that you have ſhifted off too many 
Convictions in time paſt ? There can be no 

reaſon for Delays ; but a Multitude offer 
themſelves againſt them. There can be no 
Seaſon more convenient hereafter ; and if ſuch 


a Suggeſtion intrudes upon you, it is from the 


Father of Lies, and therefore to be contradict- 


ed. Nay, this Hour is peculiarly proper to 
inſpire ſuch a ſolemn Purpoſe, while thoſe 


covered Remains preſent themſelves before us. 
And methinks, there's a double Argument to 
be extracted from them to engage you. 

1. You fee-from' that Inflance,- that young 
Ones die, and that abruptly, if the Lord pleaſe. 


Are you not made of the ſame brittle Mate- 
rials? Was He not a little while ago, as vigo- 


1 Pointing to the Corpſe. 


rous, 
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rous, active, and chearful, as you? Would: 
not his Life have been choſen in Expectation 
of a long Annuity, as ſoon as that of moſt ? 


Did his Health prognoſticate any ſuch Event a 


Week ago? Was not his Death a Surprize to 
every one? Did not moſt of the Town, yea, 

of thoſe who were near, hear of his Sickneſs | 
and Death at the ſame time? Think of theſe: 


things, that you may be cured of your Pre- 


ſumption. If any that attend here this Even- | 


ing, preſume any more of Health, of Tong” 
Life, of the Certainty of a long Sickneſs as 
preparatory to the Stroke” of Death, let them 


be pronounced of all Mortals the moſt inex-, 5 


cuſable. 
2. Ve bave a Berl Hope, that He did in 


good earneſt ſeek after 
Inſtance of early Piety, fufficient to ſhame 


Many, that are older than himſelf ; and to 


10 thoſe young Ones among us, that Are 


beginning to ſet their Faces towards the 
heavenly Sion. It appears that this dear Youth - 


was no Stranger to ferions Thoughtfulnefs; 


but had been employing himſelf in 1 | 


into the State'of 'his Soul ; and been flying to 
the Redeemer, and been conſecrating Him imer 
unto the Service of God * him *. 80 


that 


© Then I may ene 


eſpecially as it may redound to the Honour of Divine Grace; 


may comfort thoſe that mourn over him; and may, with the 


Divine Blefling, be a means of ftirring up fome young Oneg, | 
and Others that may read this; I am going to ſubjom a Paper 


of his Experience, which he put into y. Hand a few Months 
| ' ago, 


Gad. Here then is an 
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that we may follow Him with a ſacred Plea- 
ſare to the Realms of Bleſſedneſs, while we 


mourn the Loſs of his Company here. Tis 


true, 


ago. Only, let the Reader take this Thought along with him, 
that it was drawn up by a Child turn'd of Fourteen; and I am 
miſtaken if he does not think it more than common. I hope 
% have experienced myfelf to be a Sinner; have been con- 
« yinced that I am a vile Sinner, both by Nature and Practice; 
« that I þave finned againſt God, Days and Ways without 
Number; have run aſtray from Him, who is the Fountain 
« of living Waters; and have been hewing out to myſelf Ci- 
c fterns, broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Water; that I have 


<« ated a moſt ungrateful, as well as unwiſe Part, in ſinning 


«« againſt ſuch a kind God, who has cared for me all my Days; 
„ and by whom I live, and move, and have my Being. But, 
« -blefſed be his Name, and ever adored be the Riches of his 
Grace, thathe has not ſuffer'd me to periſh, and die in my 
„Sins; (as he might juſtly have done) but has convinced me 
<« of them; and 1 hope, made me truly ſorry for them; and 
enabled me to renounce them; and has alſo revealed Jeſus 


«Chriſt unto me, that adorable Redeemer : Has ſnewy d- me 


* that He is ſucha one as I want; that He is ſuited to my 
© Caſe; and that He is not only able, but willing to ſave me. 
* Bleſſed be his Name, that He has inclined, and enabled me. 
* by his Grace, to go unto Him; to caſt myſelf upon Him; 
* to receive Him in all his Offices; to:devolve my, whole Self 
<© upon Him; and to depend upon Him, tis Righteouſneſs and 
% Satisfaction entirely, for Life and Salvation in his own 
* way : And this I have done again and again ſeriouſly, and I 
_ * truſt, fincerely. And in and through Chriſt; I have given up 
„ myſelf to God; to be his Servant, and to live to his Glory; 
* and this is what I deſire, and hope ſhall be my Care and 
Study to do. And for this End I would chooſe the Work 
of the Miniſtry ; that I may be an Inſtrument in God's Hand 
* of promoting his Glory, and the Good of my Fellow-Crea- 
*© tures; of the Conviction and Converſion of Sinners, and the 
* Strengthening and Edifying of his Saints. But O, how unfit, 
how unqualined am I for ſuch a Work ! How little do I 
know of God? How little Love have I to him, and De- 
«fires after him? How backward am I to that which is 
„ good? How ſtrongly inclin'd to that which is Evil? I have 
« a Law in my Members, warring againſt the Law of my 
% Mind; and when I would do good, evil is preſent with me; 
* and how to perform that which is good, I know not; ſo that 
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* 


Vouth under my Eye, in the Houſe of God; 


but I can think of him as employ'd in nobler 


Work, in the ſhining Aſſembly above. Now, 
what would be his Advice, could we imagine 


him to give Advice from thoſe happy Seats? | 
Would he not gently reprove you, that are 
hitherto careleſs and vain ? and exhort young 
Ones to be ſober-minded, and very ſerious ? 
Would he not aſſure you, that there is Some- 
thing in Reſerve for the Followers of the 


Lamb, that will more than ten thouſan 


Times compenſate the Difficulties of the Way? 


And how ſweetly would he encourage you 


that have begun, to hold on your way? Not 
to be diſcouraged, but to abound in the Work 


of the Lord? and ſo be faithful unto Death, 


that you too, with him, may receive eternal 


Lite ? 


ſay you? I remember when the Roman Am- 


baſſadors went into Egypt, to make Peace be- 


tween Pralemy and his Siſter; the King, hav- 
ing heard their Propoſals, in order to gain 
Time, and baffle the Affair, told them, he 
would think of it. One of the Ambaſſadors, 


with a Rod in his Hand, drew a Circle round 
the King, and faid (in bac Stans deliberg,) He 


* I have abundant reaſon to cry out with the Apoſtle, O, 
« wretched Creature that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
* Body of Sin and Death ? But I hope and pray, that that God 
* who calls me to the Work, will fi and qualify me for it.” 


E | muſt 


true, I ſhall not have the ſerious, diligent 


And now, my dear young Friends, What 
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muſt give his Anſwer before He came out of 
that Circle. Thus, fain would I have you 
come to the right Reſolution now, before you 
go out of theſe Walls; even to ſeek the 
Lord in good Earneſt, and to make the Seek- 
ing and Serving Him the great Buſineſs of 
your Lives. And here 

Firſt, By way of Encouragement. F you 


feek Him, He will be found of you.— This is 


One of the Motives which aged David makes 
uſe of to young Solomon. Know thou the God 
F thy Father : and ſerve him with a perfect 
Heart, and willing Mind. Tf thou ſeek bim, 
he will be found of thee *, Don't entertain 
any hard Thoughts of Him. He has erected 
a Throne of Grace ; and there He fits, with 
Smiles in his Face ; and thence proclaims his 
Name, The Lord God, gracious and merciful Þ; 
and on that Mercy-Seat He waits to be gra- 
cious unto you. He ſays, He will be good to 
the Souls that ſeek him. They that ſeek him ſhall 
not be confounded 4.) Their Hearts ſhall live 
that ſeek God & As He never ſays to the Seed 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain||: and is the Re- 


warder of all them that diligently ſeek him *.: 


So there is peculiar Encouragement to thofe 
that ſeek him betimes. I love them that love 
me, and they that Seek me early ſhall find me +. 
What an Encouragement is it to hope in this 


| ® 1 Chron. Xxvili. 9. + Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7 Pſal. Ixix. 6. 
$ Pal. Ixix. 32. || Ifa. xlv. 19. % Heb. xi. 6. 
++ Prov. viii. 17. | | 


Affair, 
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God has been at the Expence of his Eternal 
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Affair, to every ſerious, willing Heart; that 


Son's being incarnate and dying, that He 
might open a new and living Way to Himſelf 
for thoſe that were caſt at a moſt deplorable 
Diſtance from Him, and are willing to re- 
turn? Certainly he will not reject thoſe that 
are in earneſt. Jesus, that All-ſufticient Ad- 
vocate, ever lives expreſly to make Intercęſſian 
for thoſe that come unto God by Him T. I 
would fay then to you, as the Multitude to 
the blind Man, Be of good Cheer; ariſe, be 
calleth thee F. So 
Secondly, Your Friends that love you beſt, 
long to ſee you take this Courſe. —As they lee 
that your Well-doing for both Worlds depends 
upon this being done 1n a right Manner, they 
are anxious about you. Sometimes they are 
carrying you to the divine Footſtool in the 
Arms of Tenderneſs, and with parental Tears 
are intreating that Wiſdom which is from above. 
At other times, their Breaſts throb with Fears, 
left while you are intent upon many things, 
you ſhould neglect the One thing needful. 
Again, If they behold Symptoms which pro- 
miſe favourably, how chearfully do they ſur- 
vey them? How ready are they to encourage 
them? Thus Solomon. My Son, if thine 
Heart be wiſe, my Heart ſhall rejoice, even 
mine. Yea, my Reins ſhall rejoice, when thy 


Lips ſpeak right things ||. O, could Parents 


2 Heb. vii. 25. $ Mark x. 49. || Prov. xxiii. 15, 16. 
E 2 but 
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but ſee you in good earneſt here, and making 
a right Choice; thoſe Hearts which now pal- 
pitate with the alternate Paffions of Hope and 
Fear, Joy and Sorrow, would in fome degree 
ſettle into Peace; and while all is Uncertainty 
as to future Diſpenſations, they would truſt 
then, that God, even their aud your own God, 
will bleſs you X. 
. Thirdly, The Church waits and prays for it. 

— Its old Members do, and muſt die; and 
ſome of thoſe that are not ſo far advanced, 
are now and then removed, What will that 
Orchard come .to, whoſe aged Trees, that 
have many Yeats bent with Fruit, muft be 
removed, if there be no Nurſery of young 
Plants? God will have a Church; and He 
can of Stones raiſe up Children unto Abraham . 
But if you will take the Preference, you ſtand 
Faireſt for the Privilege, Come then, and in 
flead of the Fathers ay there be the Children I. 
O, what an Honour, to be the Salt of the 
Earth, and the Light of the World! What an 
Honour, to be of the Number of thofe who 
are Pillars in the Temple of God, to bear up 
Religion in the World; and in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverſe Generation, to be unto 
the Lord for a Name, and Praiſe! — _ 
 Fourthly, If you refuſe this Exhortation, and 
will not ſeek the Lord, it will be dreadful for 
you another Day. — David lays before Solomon 
the Conſequence not only of Seeking God; 


* Pfal, Ixvil, 6, + Matt. iii, 9. f Pal. av, 16. 
- | - but 
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but of Forſaking him. And O, how awful 
are the Words! They may well make the 
Ears of every one that heareth them to tingle. 
F thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off for 
ever 9d. But what Heart can conceive the 
Contents of this Threatning ? To be caſt off 
by a Father, or Friend that had nouriſh'd us 
all our Days; that was able and ready to ſhew 
Kindneſs, is ſad. But if One reject, Another 
may ſhew Kindneſs; or, the Heart of the 
former may relent. But if God caſt us off, 
who can take us up? Where can we, tho' 
we travell'd through the whole Creation, find 
a Friend that can ſupply the Want of God ? 
Abſolutely impoſſible ! Where ſhall we find 
Support under Afflictions? Where ſhall we 
find a Refuge at Death? Can your Hearts en- 
dure, and can your Hands be made ſtrong, when 
He fhall deal with you ||? When the Law 
pronounces its Cutſe, atid you have no Pro- 
miſe of pardoning Mercy; no bleſſed Re- 
deemer to take Sanctuary in? And to caſt 
you off for ever ! Never to have a tender 
Bowel ; never to reſcue you out of the Hand 
of a vindictive Conſcience! Then will be + 
laugh at your Calamity, and mock when your 
Fear cometh. Then wwill you call upon him, but 
he 4w1ll not amſiver; you will ſeek him early, but 
ſhall not find him. | 


8 i-Chron: ##viii, 9. | Ezek. xxii. 14. Prov. i. 26, &c. 


But 
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But Some may object againſt this Seeking 
God, that Others don't; and why ſhould they 
be ſingular? 125 
To this I anſwer. As you are reaſonable 
Creatures, nothing muſt be admitted but what 
will bear the Teſt of true Reaſon. Will this 
bring you off another Day? Will you not be 
told then, that you were ſtrictly caution'd 
againſt following a Multitude to do evil +? 
That ſo few do make Religion their Buſineſs, 
is to be lamented by you ; and. you ſhould 
make the more Haſte, and put on the more 


Reſolution. 


Again, It may be objected, That what I | 


put you upon will be hard ; that you muſt deny 
yourſelves, and oppoſe Appetites and Paſſions; 
and muſt go on to do fo. 

I anſwer, I put you to no more Pain, than 
Sin has made neceſſary. If you have been fo 
far infatuated, as to indulge divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, which are fatal; the ſooner you 
give them up the better. You act ſo in what 
relates to the Body ; and why not in Matters 
relating to the Soul? If Perſons will enter 
upon a long and troubleſome Courſe of Phy- 
fic, or ſubmit to painful Operations to pre- 
ſerve Life; why ſhould you not deny and op- 
poſe your -Appetites and Paſſions, for your 
Souls; till through Grace you have got the 
Aſcendency? When this is once done, you 
may go on the Remainder of your Way re- 


+ Exod. xxiil. 2. 


joicing. 
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joicing. But for your Encouragement, I am 
to tell you, divine Grace will affiſt, while you 
pray, and are reſolved; and that you will 
find Conſolations mingled with your Difficul- 
ties. WV; | 

But to draw towards a Concluſion. There 
are Some of you that are. the Seed of the 


Righteous ; and methinks, I am led to ſpeak 


to you di/tinfly, from the Hint in my Text, 
that Joſiah ſought God, as the God of David 


his Father. It is (and I would that you eſteem: 


it) a great Privilege that you deſcend from 
Such. You have been moſt of you early de- 
voted to God ; many of your Parents, by fer- 
vent Prayers, laid hold on the Bleſſings of the 


Covenant on your behalf. You alſo have, 


been inſtructed in the good Knowledge of 
the Lord. You have been exhorted and en- 
couraged to all that is good. Vou have been 
taught to pray; you have been catechized in 
the great Fundamentals of Religion; you have 
been trained up to the Service of the Sanctu- 


ary in your early Days, as Samuel. Vou have 


been taught to prize Sabbaths; to love good 
People, Sc. Now, after all theſe things, is 
there not the higheſt Obligation upon you 
to ſeek the God of your Fathers? How fad, 
if theſe Privileges miſimproved, ſhould re- 
dound to your greater Condemnation | Should 


you be conformed to the Generality of your 


Age round about you, your Sin will be more 
aggravated ; you may, in Judgment, be given 
up to peculiar Exceſſes; as hath often been 


the 


6 
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the Caſe, when young Ones have broke thro! 
the Reſtraints of their pious Education; and 


ſhould this be the Caſe, what mountainous 
Ruin do you pull down upon your own Heads ? 
How will you look your holy Parents in the 
Face, when you ſhall meet them before the 
Tribunal, and they ſhall be obliged to teſtify 
againſt you, and go over the Particulars of 
thoſe Pains they took with you ? 


But I had rather, my dear young Ones F 


draw you by encouraging Proſpects. Thin 


then, ſince your Parents have put you in the 
Way; how noble, amiable, excellent, how 


much in Character it will be, to approve your- 
ſelves the genuine Children of ſuch Parents, 
What Joy you will give them, when they 
ſhall ſee the Fruit of their Labours. They tra- 
vell'd in Birth, and now ſee Chriſt form'd in 
you: You riſe up and call them Bleſſed ; and 
They embracing you, with more than paren- 
tal Love, cry out, Bleſſed be thou of the Lord ! 
Thus you may have the Honour of Tranſmit- 
ting Religion to the Generations following. I 
would then, entreat ſuch as are of this Cha- 
racter, by all the Privileges of your Birth and 
Education; by all the Prayers which have been 
put up for you, and with you ; by all the kind 
and winning Expoſtulations which have been 
made uſe of towards you; by all the fond 
Hopes that your Parents entertain of you ; by 
the future Comfort they expect from you, and 
the Church with them ; and by that Joy and 
Crown of Rejoicing that we Miniſters look for 

| in 
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in you, now and hereafter ; that you would 
now, with all your Hearts, ſeek after the God 
of your Fathers. "a ., 
| There are ſome of you, young Ones, that have ' 
begun to ſeck. after God; and I can't diſmiſs 
this Point without a Word to you. My Heart 
 dilates, with Joy towards you. Bleſſed be ye of 
the Lord! and much more bleſſed be the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, and Fountain of all Wiſdom 
and Grace, that hath (as we hope) /eved you, 
and called you with an holy Calling * 1 : Do. yoh 
daily give the Praiſe where it is due; and tale 
care that you live continually to the Glory of 
his Grace. Forgive me, if I am even now 
jealbus or you with: A godly Feulauſy. Fer 
many young Ones there have been, who have 
begun in the Spirit, and ended in the Fleſh. 
Perſons that have given us the moſt promiſing 
Ptoſpects, but have wofully degenerated. Be 
not therefore higb- minded, but fear T. Walk 
humbly; be ever depending, and ever praying. 
Keep at a great diſtance from Evil Company. 
Don't think yourſelves a Match for them, and 
Satan with your Corruptions, acting by them. 
Keep near the People of God; aſſociate with 
them; They will encourage your good Begin- 
nings. Adhere to all the Ordinances of Chriſt's 
Worſhip, public and private. And that you 
may not by any means be led away by the Errer 
of the Wicked, and ſo fall from your own ſfted- 
Faſtneſs:; take care, that youu grow in Grace, and 
in the Knowledge of your Lord and Saviour Je- 
fus.Chrift'f. I charge you, my dear young 
* Tim. i. 9. Rom. xi. 20. 1 2 Pet. iii. 17, 18. 
| F Friends, 
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Friends, that you: don't diſappoint our Hopes: 


And I pray God, that yo Abbe are the Hopes 
of the preſent, may be the Joy of the next 


Generation. 
But I know not how to make a full End of 


this plain Diſcourſe, without ſaying one Word 
to Parents. If it is the Glory of young Ones 
that they ſeek after God; then certainly it 
ought to be your Buſineſs, who have the Care 
of them, to affiſt them all you can therein. 
Think it not enough that you provide for their 
Bodies, and put them into a Method of living 
creditably and comfortably; but look upon 
them as furniſhed with Souls, rational and im- 
mortal.; as intruſted to you by One Who fays, 
All Souls are mine ; and who expects and de- 
mands, that He ſhould be ſought in the firft 
and chief Place; and who, becauſe young 
Ones muſt be taught all that is good, has put 
them into your Hands. Begin betimes in train- 
ing up your Children in the Way that they 
| .ſhould go * · Aſſoon as capable, endeavour to 
open their Underſtandings by Inſtruction in the 
things of God. Shew them how worthy He 
is to be ſought. Form them to the moſt high, 
- honourable, - and delightful Conceptions of 
Him. Teach them to ſeek Him by Prayer. 
'Engage them ta the greateſt — and Se- 


riouſneſs in that, and every Duty. Speak often 


* Prov, xxii. 6. 7) dp literally tranflated is, i th 


Mouth of his Way. The Hebrews called the Beginning or En. 
trance into a thing, the Mouth, as Prov. Vit. 3. The Gate 
of the City are ed the Mouths' of it. When therefore G. 
/omon calls upon us, to train up a Child in the Mouth of hs 
Way, it may denote the early W that Parents ſhauld take. 
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to them of Jeſus Chriſt ; through ian as the 
Way, they are to eig the Favour of an Of- 


bene Majeſty. Caution them continually | 


' againſt every thing that is of a; contrary na- 


ture. Employ your Authority, eſpecially your 


Love and Tenderneſs, while treating of theſe 


things. While one Parent cries out with S- 


lomon, Hear, ye. Children, . the Inſtruction of a 
Father ; the other may fay with _Barhſþeba, 
What, my Son? and wha. the 

and what "the Son of my Vows? And. — care 
that you N Kp Let it be as much as may 
be, a dai NO Logs. till you ſee the Fruit 
of your Labour. 

5 Line, and” Precept upon Precept; teach 
them diligently. *. to your Children when, you 
fit in the Houſe, when you walk by the Way, 
when you lie down, and riſe up. And may 


the Lord crown yu . with his Blet- 
n Lis cu. „ 


* The Word 58 Deut. vi. ” which v we —* * Al 


gently, ſignifies to het, or ſharpen. And by this Metaphor he 
elegantly illuſtrates. the ( Manner of inſtructing and exhorting; 
particularly by, the enz gentle Repetition of the ſame thing, 
as in ſharpning a, Knife by Whetting. And this puts me in 
mind of an —— Miniſter I have read of, wha, whenever 


he wrote to his Child, a/weys had this Exprefion. © 0 my 


dear Child, better. never born, if vou are. not new-born.” 
— And it is remark d of chat excellent Man, Dr. Cotton Ma- 
ther, that when his Children accidentally fell in his way, it was 
his uſual Cuſtom to drop ſome Sentence fot their Inſtruction. 
See * Life. 
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